
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The	  purpose	  of	  this	  publication	  is	  to	  spread	  
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Word	  of	  God,	  and	  to	  confront	  religious	  
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“I just need to go back to bed and start the 
day over.” Ever said that? Nothing has gone 
right and it seems the best thing would be 
simply to start the day over. Or perhaps you 
have made a terrible mistake, destroyed a 
friendship, and want the opportunity to start 
over and avoid that mistake on the second 
“try.” 

Maybe one more “try” to “fix things” would 
be good. But what if you kept living the same 
day, over and over again. That was the 
premise behind the plot of the movie 
“Groundhog Day.” 

Actor Bill Murray plays weatherman Phil 
Connors, who is assigned each year to go to 
Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania to cover the 
festivities there surrounding Groundhog Day. 
He hates the assignment, noting to his 
producer Rita (played by Andie MacDowell) 
that it is the same thing, year after year. Phil, 
however, has no idea how bad it could get. 
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An unexpected snowstorm keeps Phil, Rita 
and cameraman Larry stuck in 
Punxsutawney. Phil wakes up the next 
morning to find that he is living the same 
day again…Groundhog Day. Trapped in 
some kind of “time warp,” he keeps living 
the same day over and over again. 

At first, Phil seems to revel in the fact that 
whatever he does, there are no 
consequences. Although Phil remembers 
information from the previous times that he 
has lived Groundhog Day, he wakes up the 
next morning and everything exterior to 
himself has been “reset.” He uses the 
information he gains about the events of the 
day to gratify himself. For instance, he 
learns enough about a woman in the local 
café to pursue a physical relationship with 
her. He robs a bank. He eats all the 
unhealthy food he wants. 

What he really wants, however, is to be with 
Rita, his producer. And there are moments 

“If you’re too busy to enjoy life, you’re too busy.” 
-- Jeff Davidson 

 
“Joy is a decision, a really brave one, about how you are 

going to respond to life.” 
-- Wess Stafford 

Notable	  Quotables	  

SOWER 

THE 

Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
 

The seven angels with the seven plagues 
(Revelation 15:8) are described as 

pouring out “the seven bowls of wrath of 
God” (Revelation 16:1ff). 
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experience that wealth, physical pleasures and 
physical accomplishments don’t bring true 
satisfaction (Ecclesiastes 1:12-2:11). Such 
things are “vanity and a striving after wind.”  

The best use of our time is to serve God and 
serve others. The movie doesn’t attribute any 
religious conviction to Phil, but he comes to 
the realization that serving others is the only 
good use of his day(s). How many times do 
the Scriptures teach the same truth…that we 
are to be a people zealous for good works, 
serving others as we have opportunity (Titus 
2:14; Matthew 25:31-46)? 

Of course, the plot of the movie is fantasy. 
None of us get to live a single day even twice. 
Every day, every hour, every moment – once 
it has passed, it is unrecoverable and 
unchangeable. And time has a way of slipping 
past so quickly. Hopefully, we can learn from 
our mistakes, but we can’t erase them; they 
are a part of our history. How carefully are we 
using our time? Are we using our days to 
improve ourselves and help others? Are we 
storing up treasures for ourselves in heaven?  
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 when Rita, in the seemingly endless 
renditions of Groundhog Day, seems to 
warm to Phil, but Rita sees him basically as a 
selfish individual and rejects his romantic 
advances. 

Unable to manipulate Rita into liking him, 
Phil becomes depressed. Even the ability to 
pleasure himself by means of his knowledge 
of the events of the day becomes empty and 
he attempts to “short circuit” the time warp 
by first killing the groundhog (also named 
Phil) and then by successive, but unsuccessful 
attempts to kill himself. Each morning, 
however, he wakes up “without a scratch, 
without a dent in the fender”! 

At some point, Phil decides that the only way 
to win Rita’s heart is to change himself. 
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Having lived the same day over and over 
again, he now uses his knowledge of its events 
to help others. He begins treating Larry and 
others with more respect and kindness. He 
gives all his pocket money to a street beggar. 
He changes a flat tire for a carful of older 
women. He catches a young boy who falls out 
of a tree. He saves the life of a man choking 
on a piece of steak. He takes care of an old 
homeless man who would otherwise die on 
that day. He provides the perfect gift for a 
newly married young couple. He buys 
insurance from his obnoxious boyhood 
friend who now lives in the same town. Every 
day he spends the day making his rounds, 
helping others, and improving himself 
(learning ice sculpture, learning to play the 
piano, etc.). 

Eventually, Rita falls in love with the “new” 
and improved, unselfish Phil and the time 
warp is broken. The plot has a happy ending!  

Although I strongly suspect that the 
producer(s) of the movie didn’t intend to 
illustrate biblical truths by means of its plot, 
there are some interesting parallels to be 
noted. For instance, in the movie Phil finds 
out that ultimately self-gratification, even 
taken to extremes, doesn’t really satisfy. He 
isn’t the first to discover this truth. The 
opulent king Solomon learned by personal 

	  
Revelation mentions the “seven plagues of the seven angels.” How else 

are these “plagues” described? 
 

The	  answer	  to	  this	  question	  is	  on	  the	  back	  page.	  
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Bible Challenge Question 
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Text:	  	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  
“You	  shall	  not	  	   	   	   	  the	  	   	   	  or	  put	  a	  	   	   	   	  	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
before	  the	  	   	   	   .”	  	  

The	  focus	  of	  Leviticus	  19:9-‐18:	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

A	  good	  summary	  of	  Leviticus	  19:9-‐18:	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

A	  key	  phrase	  in	  Leviticus	  19:9-‐18:	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

“So	  whatever	  you	  wish	  that	  others	  would	  do	  to	  you,	  do	  also	  to	  
them,	  for	  this	  is	  the	  Law	  and	  the	  Prophets”	  (	  	   	   	   	   ).	  

“For	  the	  Lord’s	  sake”	  -‐	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

1.	  	   	   	   	   	   	  

2.	  	   	   	   	   	   	  

3.	  	   	   	   	   	   	  

4.	  	   	   	   	   	   	  

Sermon	  Notes	  

Cursing the Deaf 
By	  Allen	  Dvorak	  

The	  end	  of	  the	  matter;	  all	  has	  been	  heard.	  	   	   	  God	  and	  keep	  his	  
commandments,	  for	  this	  is	  the	  whole	  	   	   	  of	  man.	  	  

-‐-‐	  	   	   	   	   	   	   ;	  ESV	  	  
	  

Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore love is the 

fulfilling of the law. 
--     ; ESV 

	  


